Juventutem at World Youth Day 2005
I was among approximately 30 young people from the UK and nearly 1,000 from around the world to attend the World Youth Day in Cologne with Juventutem – the first time that Traditionalists have attended this big event in the Church’s calendar and hopefully something that will be continued in future World Youth Days. We spent two weeks in Germany – the first in Bavaria and the second in Düsseldorf and Cologne.

Week One – Wigratzbad 

The first week was spent at the Fraternity of St Peter seminary in Wigratzbad in Bavaria. Where a series of discussions and trips to surrounding towns and villages were organised. 

In Wigratzbad we were joined by Bishop Fernando Arêas Rifan of Campos, Brazil and Bishop Alencherry of Thuckalay, India. Bishop Rifan gave two lectures on the necessity of the sacraments and another lecture on philosophy; faith and belief. Bishop Alencherry also gave two lectures – one on Mother Teresa, whom he knew personally, and one on the diversity of rites in the Church. Bishop Alencherry, who is of the Syro-Mallabar Rite, argued that the diversity of rites within the Church – a total of 22 rites - was something to be treasured and not seen as divisive.

Seven seminarians from the FSSP seminary in Nebraska also joined us in Bavaria and impressed everyone with their spirituality and devotion to the faith. They gave several lectures on a variety of topics including St. Edith Stein. They are truly a great hope for the future of the Church and of the traditional liturgy. Fr Rupert McHardy Cong. Orat. from the London Oratory gave an interesting lecture on the history of liturgical reform from St. Pius X up until the reforms of Paul VI arguing that the problem of innovation in the liturgy goes back further than many people think.

A Pontifical High Mass was celebrated by Bishop Rifan in the enormous Basilica at Ottobeuren to officially start the Juventutem pilgrimage to Cologne. 

Archbishop Wolfgang Haas celebrated a sung high Mass for Juventutem in Lindenburg. After mass we had some free time to wander around and take in the beautiful views around Lake Constance. There was also the chance for a quick swim in the lake for the braver members!

Several monks from the Society of St. Vincent Ferrer accompanied Juventutem and celebrated mass according to the traditional Dominican Rite in Wigratzbad which was extremely interesting to see. Afterwards we made our way to the picturesque Neufwanstein Castle for a spot of sight-seeing.

On Saturday night all the Juventutem pilgrims took part in a show at which the various national groupings performed songs and sketches. The Spanish delegation, led by Fr. Olazabal ICKSP, caused great amusement as they charged on to the stage pushing Fr. Olazabal along in a shopping trolley-cum-popemobile. First prize, had there been one, would surely have gone to Bishop Rifan though, who stole the show with his rendition of Santa Lucia, amongst other songs, which he sang and played on the accordion. 

On Sunday Bishop Rifan celebrated the last of our Masses at Wigratzbad with a pontifical low Mass in the main Church.

Week Two – Düsseldorf/Cologne

On the 15 August we set off on the long bus journey from Wigratzbad to Düsseldorf. On arrival we familiarised ourselves with the large Church of St. Antonius, which had been provided for the use of Juventutem during World Youth Day. It is surely an encouraging sign that such a large and prestigious Church was made available for the traditional liturgy of the Church. In Düsseldorf Fr. Michael Lang Cong. Orat joined us. Fr Lang is the author of “Turning towards the Lord” which argues for the importance of the priest facing east towards the risen Christ during mass and was commended by the Pope as Cardinal Ratzinger. 

In the evening we celebrated the Feast of the Assumption at St. Antonius with a sung high Mass. Mgr Schmitz ICKSP said in his homily at the Feast of the Assumption ‘the generation of 1968 is no longer young’. It is not right or appropriate to invent a new liturgy for each generation. Rather it is the timelessness of the old Mass, which shows the true meaning of youth – to be young, not physically, but in faith.

The next day we took the short train journey down to Cologne to see the many different events that had been organised by World Youth Day and to view the impressive gothic cathedral. The streets of Cologne were full of people of almost every nationality all waving their national flags.

On the Wednesday Cardinal George led us in saying the rosary and Cardinal Pell of Sydney presided over traditional vespers. Cardinal Pell spoke of his gratitude for being able to join those attached to the old liturgy of the Church. 

On Thursday we travelled to the FSSP church in Cologne – Maria Hilf, where a solemn high Mass – The Translation of the Relics of the Magi - was celebrated. Relics, reputedly of the Magi, are held in Cologne Cathedral and inspired the theme of this World Youth Day – venite adoremus eum – We have come to worship him.

Cardinal Arinze was to have presided over solemn vespers on the Friday but unfortunately due to ill health his doctors had advised him against travelling. Obviously this was a great disappointment for all of us in Juventutem; but it is surely an encouraging sign for traditionalists that he was willing to attend.

The last traditional Mass offered was that of St. Bernard and was held in St. Antonius. Afterwards we made our way towards Cologne and Marienfeld for the climax of World Youth Day. Marienfeld is a former open cast mine, which had been especially prepared for the papal mass. Some one million pilgrims were expected so vast screens were set up to enable everyone to see the proceedings. 

The Pope arrived in the evening for Benediction at which the hymns Adoro te devoto and Tantum ergo were sung. After benediction the Pope left whilst the pilgrims bedded down for a night under the stars. We were woken early in the morning for Lauds and then the Pope arrived again to celebrate Mass. It certainly felt strange to be attending a Mass in the new rite after attending so many wonderful masses in the old rite. However, it was important to demonstrate both the existence of traditionalists and our loyalty to the Holy See – which as Bishop Rifan stated means that we must show this by concrete actions as well as by our words, whatever misgivings we might have about the new liturgy. 

Overall the two weeks were a fantastic experience and I feel very privileged to have been able to attend. 

